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Table 13 Vegetation Structure (Absorbed PAR) 
 

 DATA OPTION 1:  
Satellite  multi-spectral  
data 

Spatial Dimensions 
 
Area to cover 
 
Mapping unit 
 
 
Positional accuracy 

 
 
Up to 107 km 2 
 
10m – 1000m 
 
 
Dependent on 
Geo-referencing process 

Temporal 
Dimensions 
 
When  
 
How often 
 

 
 
 
Satellite orbit limited – 16 
days (Landsat) – 1 day 
MODIS  
 

Variable to map 
 
 

Fraction of absorbed 
photosynthetically active 
radiation 

Environmental Restrictions Cloud cover 
Multi-layer canopies 
Non-photosynthetic 
vegetation 
 

Processing technique 
 
(Output)  

Empirical or deterministic 
models 
 
Map of % FPAR per 
individual pixel 

Resources –  
Hardware  
and Software 
 

PC 
Image processing software  

Resource – Personnel Trained in multi-spectral  
data processing.   
Knowledge of area to be 
mapped 

References: 
Note these are some example 
references 

Myeni et al. (2002) 
Asner and Wessman 
(1997) 
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