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•� ENSO neutral conditions continued during September.  
 
•� OceanMAPS shows a relatively weaker South Equatorial Current compared to August but 

with clearly visible East Australia Current flow adjacent to the central-southern GBR. 

•� MODIS data show stronger negative SST conditions along the length of the GBR and 
Torres Strait regions for September compared to August. 

 
•� In situ data for September continue to show sea water temperature fluctuations below the 

long-term mean for most stations except for Myrmidon Reef and Heron Island sites. 
 
•� NOAA Coral Reef Watch indicate further increased potential stress level for regions south 

of PNG and along the length of GBR, including Torres Strait, as we head into summer. 
CFS-based (60%) predicted higher stress level particularly for central – southern GBR. 

 
•� POAMA continue to forecast close to or marginally above average conditions along the 

length of the GBR over the next 6 months into February 2015. 
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Note: 

•� Warming of waters through September, especially in NE Coral Sea 

•� Mostly negative SST anomalies along the length of GBR and inner reefs, and also in the Coral Sea  
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Note: 

•� Moderate negative SST anomalies along the northern GBR and Torres Strait regions 
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Note:   

•� Moderate to strong negative SST anomalies along the southern GBR, except for the Capricorn Eddy region where average SST conditions 
persist 
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Note: 

•� Strong oceanic intrusions (dashed circle: low-chlorophyll / high photic depth) through the Myrmidon and Palm Passages 

•� Close-to-average chlorophyll concentrations and photic depth conditions in the Torres Strait / far northern GBR during September 
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Note: 

•� Oceanic intrusions through the Myrmidon and Palm Passages in central GBR  

•� In southern GBR, surface manifestation of the Capricorn Eddy apparent on Marion Plateau (MP), with associated oceanic inflows into the 
Capricorn and Curtis  Channels 

Curtis Channel�



��#�-�
�
•����������
���#���� ��#�����$(��������������"�������#�������#�����������!��� #����!,������!�����#�)�#��
�������#�.�
�

�& -//�!���.����.���'����.��'/�������/.����/.���
/.�
�/.�
�/.�	���	/.��*�0���#���(3/�
������ �*"������������!� �*��!�' �

�����'!�������� �!�#'!��������*��
�!�����������
��
���
���	���	���*�0���#���(3��

�
�� #����!�3124�



����������)������� !�2�
���/83+�
�!�8679�0�����867:�

�
��������������)������� !�����!�����(!�;�
���!� �2�����"����3�

���������"� ���������������� �����!���!����6,;4��
����!�����(!�;����!� �2�(�������!��3�

�$�+--''',���,��&,�%-�����������)-�����!���-��
1���, �!���.��$�+--�����,���,��&,�%-����"��-���-���1  !, �!�������

	�!�+ ��
•� �
���������� !�!������!%�� ���� ��!��������������)����&���&����������!���%�����������!� ,��
•� ���������"� ����!������!%����������� ��(��������6,;4�����������',�
�

��������) �����
����������)����%��



��������	�����
��	����
���%"!����"$����������!��&��$ ���%&$�%%�"*&�""��

����
������������	��	��������

��	6��%���
���$%�"!�<0��-#�$� �!&��0�,����.�<-<����$���%#�'���$�%"�*'"!

��

���6��%���
��$%�"!�<0��-#�$� �!&��0�,����.�;-;����$���%#�'���$�%"�*'"!�

=:A��$"������&.�


"&�1�
•� �*&#*&%��$" ��"$����������&�����	6��%���%*���%&%�3��&��4�%&$�%%�
��+�����"!��&�����!�&��"��&��������!���
�0��!��*��!���"$$�%��&$��&0�
�%� ,�� ����� �!&"� %*  �$2� ���� ���6��%��� 7=:A8� #$����'"!� %�",%�
3��$!�!�4�%&$�%%���+�����"!����!&$����!��%"*&��$!������*&�%*���%&%�
3��&��4� %&$�%%� �"$� !"$&��$!� ���� �!�� !"� %&$�%%� �!� �"$$�%� �&$��&2�
3���$&���+���;4�"��
�,��"*&������%��"�%&��%���%"�#$����&��2�

66666666666666666666�
These outlooks are based on SST predictions from: CRW’s experimental 
statistical Linear Inverse Model (LIM-based – left panel) and the NCEP 
Climate Forecast System (CFS-based – right panel) systems 
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