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•� Mostly close to average conditions along the length of the GBR with slight positive SST anomalies 

along the Torres Strait region. 

 
•� In situ data show sea water temperature fluctuations relative to the long-term mean. Thursday 

Island weather station, for example, show temperatures slightly above the long term mean. 

•� POAMA continue to forecast slightly warmer conditions along the southernmost areas of the GBR 
for the next 6 months with a slightly increased probability of SST anomalies exceeding 0.6°C in the 
region compared to April 

 

•� Progression of the Kelvin Wave: In the equatorial Pacific, the strong eastward-propagating Kelvin 
Wave, initiated in January and reached the west coast of South America last April has become 
stronger and more widespread. The equatorially-trapped Kelvin wave is related to increased 
oceanic heat content and warmer than normal subsurface temperatures (red areas) over much of 
the eastern tropical Pacific 

 

•� ENSO neutral conditions continued in the Pacific during May and are expected to remain for the 
immediate upcoming months, with 70% likelihood of transitioning to El Nino conditions during the 
austral winter 
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Note:   

•� Mostly close to average conditions along the length of the GBR 
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Note:   

•� Mostly close to average SST conditions throughout the N-GBR  

•� Weak positive SST anomalies along the Torres Strait region  

•� Negative anomalies offshore north of 14°S from previous month have already dissipated ������������
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Note:   

•� Mostly close to average conditions present on the S-GBR for May.  

•� Weak positive SST anomalies apparent around the Capricorn Eddy region 
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Note:   

•� Similar to April 2014, surface signals corresponding to PNG Gyre still apparent in both chlorophyll-a and photic depth monthly mean images 
as lower chlorophyll and deeper photic depth oceanic waters, respectively.  
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Note:   

•� Surface manifestation of the Capricorn Eddy (circled region) also clearly apparent in both chlorophyll-a and photic depth monthly mean 
images similar to the previous month. 

•� Clear intrusions into the Curtis Channel associated with the dynamics of the Eddy also evident 
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