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•� ENSO neutral conditions continue despite the tropical Pacific Ocean having been primed 

for El Niño over the past months.  

•� Eastward propagating Kelvin Wave that persisted for several months dissipated 
considerably through June and July. 

 

•� OceanMAPS shows strong westward flow of the South Equatorial Current feeding the 
Papua New Guinea Gyre, with weak East Australia Current flow adjacent to the GBR 

•� POAMA forecasts warmer conditions along the southernmost areas of the GBR for 
August and September with decreased probability of SST anomalies exceeding 0.6° 
compared to June 

•� Mostly close to average conditions along the length of the GBR and Torres Strait regions 
but intensified positive SST anomalies in the southern GBR and core EAC apparent in 
MODIS data 

•� In situ data show sea water temperature fluctuations close to the long-term mean for 
most stations except for Heron Island which showed considerable oscillations through 
June and July 
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Note:   

•� Mostly close to average conditions along the length of GBR throughout the month of June 

•� Weak positive SST anomalies in the southernmost region, both inshore in Curtis Channel and offshore in the core EAC 
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Note:   

•� As waters cooled further through July, close to average conditions continued along the length of the GBR except for the Capricorn Bunker 
reefs where –  

•� Positive SST anomalies intensified around the Capricorn Eddy region compared to June, especially in the core EAC offshore of Fraser Is. 



�������������� ����������������
��
�������������������������������!���'�����"�

������%#$&�

Note:   

•� Average SST conditions throughout the N-GBR and Torres Strait continued from June through July as waters cooled further while - 

•� Negative anomalies persisted in eastern PNG waters 
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Note:   

•� In the S-GBR, primarily close to average conditions continued from June through July except for –  

•� A positive SST anomaly patch off Cape Clinton related to strong offshore flow (east to southeastward)  

•� Intensified positive SST anomalies in the southern Capricorn Bunker reefs -  related to Capricorn Eddy dynamics, and in the core EAC 

offshore of Fraser Is. �	����������
�����
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Note:   

•� Surface manifestation of the PNG Gyre remained apparent in both chlorophyll-a and photic depth monthly mean images through June & 
July as lower chlorophyll / deeper photic depth oceanic waters 

•� Oceanic intrusions (dashed circle) apparent through the Myrmidon and Palm Passages, extending shoreward from June to July  
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Note:  

•� Strong south-eastward surface flow extending from Cape Clinton, along the Capricorn Channel and beyond the shelf edge to the Marion 
Plateau (MP) - clearly evident in the higher chlorophyll / low photic depth signals 

•� Inshore of the Capricorn Bunker group, lower chlorophyll / higher photic depth waters in Curtis Channel likely related to north-westward flow 

in this region 
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