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•� ENSO neutral conditions continue. However, above average subsurface temperatures 

developed across the central and east-central equatorial Pacific associated with an 
equatorial Kelvin wave triggered in July by low level westerly wind anomalies. 

 
•� OceanMAPS shows the South Equatorial Current strongly feeding the Hiri Current along 

the northern GBR with weak East Australia Current flow adjacent to the central-southern 
GBR. 

•� MODIS data show only weak negative SST conditions along the length of the GBR and 
Torres Strait regions for August. 

 
•� In situ data for August show sea water temperature fluctuations below the long-term 

mean for most stations except for: (1) Heron Island and (2) Myrmidon Reef sites. 
 
•� Increased potential stress level from NOAA Coral Reef Watch indicated for regions south 

of PNG and northernmost GBR, including Torres Strait, as we head into summer. 
 
•� However, POAMA forecasts close to average conditions along the length of the GBR over 

the next 6 months into January 2015. 
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Note: 

•� Further cooling of waters through August, as conditions remained close to average for the GBR  

•� Very weak negative SST anomalies along the length of GBR   



�������������� ����������������
��
�������������������������������!���'�����"�

��������%#$&�

Note: 

•� Mostly slight negative SST anomalies along the northern GBR and Torres Strait regions 
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Note:   

•� Inshore temperatures south of the Whitsundays cooled to 19-20°C during August 

•� Weak negative SST anomalies along the southern GBR except for slight positive SST anomalies north of Fraser Is. and into Curtis Channel 
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Note: 

•� Close-to-average chlorophyll-a concentrations and photic depth conditions in the Torres Strait / far northern GBR during August 

•� Stronger oceanic intrusions (dashed circle: low-chlorophyll / high photic depth) apparent through the Myrmidon and Palm Passages 
compared to July 
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Note: 

•� Surface (southeastward) outflow along the Capricorn Channel (seen in July images) are still evident in August although extended to a 
lesser extent beyond the shelf edge 

•� Lower chlorophyll / higher photic depth waters in Curtis Channel likely related to continued north-westward flow in this region 
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