2006
Centre For Remote Sensing & Spatial Information Science
Meeting Minutes

	Date: 1 August June 2006
	Facilitator:  Stuart Phinn
	Minute Taker: B.Price


Next meeting:

	Date:  5 September 2006
	Time: 1.00pm
	Location: rm 414

	Speaker:  Justin Ryan
	Facilitator:  Stuart Phinn
	Minute Taker:  Karen Brady


Present: Stuart Phinn, Clive McAlpine, Julian Fox, Bronwyn Price, Kasper Johansen, Tony Gill, Jenni Garden, Sean Hough, Julie Scopelitis, Justin Ryan, Michael Hewson
Apologies: Roelfsema, Brady, Seabrook, Bowen, Davis, Ortiz, Menke, Ralph, Weeks, Leiper, Preece
Policy: Late arrivals or no apologies will provide Tim Tams or Temtins for the 

following meeting

Tim Tams/Temtins or cake for next meeting: Centre to provide
Items for Discussion

Meeting Headings:

1 CRSSIS  People and Event News?
· New people:
· Horatio Davis (Sustainable Minerals Inst) - PhD

· Juan-Carlos Ortiz (Centre for Marine Studies) – PhD
· Clive is advertising for a Research Officer in a project looking at climate induced land change
· Movements 
· Chris to Fiji for 6 months

· Upcoming Events

· International Sustainability Symposium at QUT 8.45-12.30 Wed 9th August  www.isr.qut.edu.au 
· Spatial Sciences Institute introductory talk/pizza lunch – Tuesday 12- 1pm, 22/08/06

· Ecognition/Definiens Object Based Image Analysis introductory workshop

· CRSSIS spatial ecology group

· CRSSIS earth systems science/modelling group

· CRSSIS coastal/marine remote sensing group

· Past Events

· TS-Expo booth for Spatial Sciences Institute, successful in informing people on Spatial Science
· Remote Sensing Symposium was held here successfully with approx 60 attendees. Hope to run similar symposiums again in the future

· Jenni and Michiala attended a 3-day ‘Presence’ workshop at QUT. Presence is freeware for analysing fauna survey data. Jenni (and/or Michiala) is the contact for question about use of this software 
· Project completions

· Stacy Jupiter’s PhD and postdoc commenced
· Ralph’s MGIS

· Sean’s MGIS

2 Research Administration and Research Support Requests
· UQ grants

· UQ travel grants available

· External grants

· Smart State top-up scholarships can be applied for

3 Resource / Equipment / Software update

Software: 

· Ecognition now floating licence
· Stuart will set up a workshop for new users of Ecognition with those who have experience - mid to late August
· Imagine 9.0 is available (expanded functions)

· MODIS product update will be given in the Earth Systems Science Modelling group meeting next week – date to be finalised

· ENVI FLAASH for atmospheric correction now accessible
· Access to UQ’s HPC - Why and how (Tony Gill)

· We have more or less access to the HPC for file storage purposes, for data that are too large to be archived on DVD or are frequently shared

· Documentation for how to access the HPC is here: \\atlas2\Crssis\Documentation\CRSSISOnlineFilestore.doc
· The HPC can also be used for data processing purposes, contact Tony for information

· Tony will provide a list of software packages that can be used on the HPC

· Backups

· Directory and file naming conventions

· We need a standard approach to file naming, particularly to allow portability across platform and software systems.

· Don’t use spaces, dashes, commas etc. For word separation in file names use an underscore

· Stuart will circulate documentation describing standard file naming conventions 

· Space on systems

· ArcInfo

· Apparently certain tools in ArcMap/ArcInfo are locked due to licence restraints. Justin will inform Stuart which ones are missing so he can sort it out with Jurgen

Equipment:

· Equipment in Fiji with Chris (UW Spec, Sony UW Camera, 10cm spectralon)
· Use of new precision GPS and development of manuals

· A simple guide to use of the new GPS is being developed and will be circulated shortly

Computers

· An ACER laptop is available for CRSSIS use, it is with Alan
4 Centre Task Reviews
· Website

· Documentation is being updated as are the People sections including photos

· Newsletter

· Due out this week. Goes to external parties including government and research agencies as well so cater content to this audience
· Documentation for shared resources on website

· Development of shared resources: 


· spatial data collection and database

· field spectrometry – a centralised database of the last 7 years is being developed
· a list of journals we use with impact factors and information on turnaround times, experiences we have had with these journals is being developed. Please add information as you submit to journals. Will incorporate info from recent SEL circular written by Peter Kareiva 
· a template for risk assessments for various field should be developed 

5 Research projects updates
•
New projects?

· H.Possingham’s CERF project starts 2007 which represents ~$6-7 million, in collaboration with other universities around the country. Clive will have significant involvement in this project, will see the Ecology centre change to the UQ Conservation Centre to which we will have strong links. 

•
Current projects

•
Completed projects

6 Teaching Activities
•
GIS courses

•
Remote sensing courses
•
Reviews of BSc and BA is being finalised and formalised, will see significant change of structure with greater Geography component
7 Professional Development Opportunities and Activities (SSI and others)
 •
Spatial Sciences Institute

•
Others?

8 Conference Submission and Reviews
•
13th ARSPC in Canberra in November, Stuart, Kasper, Tony and Michael are going
•
ESA conference in New Zealand, Bronwyn is going
•
IALE conference 2007, call for abstract now open until Sept 1st

•
International sustainability conference in India January 2007, Clive and Justin to submit

•
American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing conference May 2007, Kasper to attend

•
Funding for conferences is available from CRSSIS as well as the school – apply early
9 Manuscript Submission and Reviews
• Accepted papers
· Leonie: Agriculture and Environment

· Clive: Geographical Research, and a book chapter

· Papers in review

· Justin: Ecosystems

· Jenni:?
· Stuart: Remote Sensing of Environment, Austral Ecolgy, book chapter

· Kasper: Forest Ecology and Management, Remote Sensing of Environment
10 Action Items arising from meeting (person/task/due date)
•
Stuart Phinn
· Set up Ecognition workshop for mid August

· Provide documentation on directory and file naming conventions to be used on all CRSSIS computers

· Obtain access to locked ESRI ARC components

· Place standard terrestrial and marine risk assessments on CRSSIS internal website

· With Clive set up an afternoon social/introduction with Spatial Ecology lab for late Aug.
•
Tony Gill
· Tony will provide a list of software packages that can be used on the HPC
•
Justin Ryan
· Provide Stuart with a list of ESRI ARC functions which are locked and that require access
•
Karen Brady
· Distribute current journal evaluation spreadsheet and ask for updates and additions from all and compile to new file for discussion at Sept 5 CRSSIS mtg.
•
Julie Scopelitis
· Current picture required for website

11 
Interactive Research Presentation
· Justin will do a practice presentation at the next CRSSIS meeting

· Kasper to give practice conference presentation

· Bronwyn to give practice ESA presentation in ca 2 weeks 

12 Upcoming meetings and Visitors
CRSSIS Spatial Ecology Group – TBA - Tues 15/8?, (Clive McAlpine coordinates)
CRSSIS Coastal Remote Sensing Group – TBA – Tues 22/8?, 11am (Karen Brady coordinates)
CRSSIS Earth Systems Science – Spatial Modelling Group – Mon 14/8, 2-3pm (Stuart Phinn coordinates)
Reading group meetings: TBA
Bronwyn Price: ESA Practice Talk, Friday 18/8/06, 11am, to be confirmed.
CRSSIS Centre Meeting: Tuesday 5th September, 1pm
Visitors:

4/8/06: Tim Danaher/Gerry Bishop (SLATS) visiting S.Phinn to set up joint centre
15/8/06: Donna Lewis (NT Primary Industries) visiting S.Phinn to set up MPhil for savanna mapping.
13 Varia

· Volunteers needed for lunchtime seminars, contact Clive

· Suggestions for closer links with Hugh Possinghams group

· Informal talks, drinks etc

· Spatial Ecology symposium including international participation
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